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I would like to acknowledge that we are meeting today on the traditional lands of the Kaurna people and that we respect their spiritual relationship with their country.
I’m very happy to be here today and thank you for including me in your celebrations around this very important year.

I’ve got some questions for you.

Who knows who Gavin Wanganeen is?

Who knows who Cathy Freeman is?

I thought you might know those names.

Whose going to see the Power Geelong game this afternoon?

It’s part of the Indigenous Round, dedicated to the AFL’s Aboriginal players.

There are 71 Indigenous players on AFL lists this year, ten percent of all players.
That’s an amazing achievement and something every Australian should be proud of, especially Port Power fans like me.
But who knows the name Vincent Lingiarri?

Or Hoppy Mick? Or Faith Bandler?  Or Charles Perkins? Or Chicka Dixon? Or Pearl Gibbs?
Who knows Hurtle Muckray? He was the first Ngarrindjeri to enlist in the army in November 1914.

Or what about Cyril Rigney? He was killed in action in France in July 1917… and was posthumously awarded the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

They were all outstanding Aboriginal leaders and activists who battled for the rights of Aboriginal people.

This year we’re talking a lot about the 1967 referendum, but these people had waged a series of battles from as early as the 1930s.

The campaign for justice and reconciliation has taken generations.

And it’s so important that this generation and the next keep up the fight.

Know your leaders. Know your history. Know your heroes.

I was there last year at the 40th anniversary of Wave Hill, near Darwin.

I was humbled to stand on the same ground as Vincent Lingiarri.. the Gurindji man who led the battle against intolerable working conditions and wages for his people.

I met Hoppy Mick, who stood alongside Lingiarri during the seven-year fight by the Gurindji people to obtain title to their land.
They are heroes of mine, because they stood up for injustice against working people.

They should be heroes to every Australian.
But the tragedy is this is a history we don’t know.

We must open the door to this history and we must start with all our young people.
The South Australian Strategic Plan is challenging every school to include Aboriginal Studies in its curriculum by 2014.

And we are demanding that it be designed and delivered by Aboriginal people.
Because nobody knows Aboriginal history like Aboriginal people.

We know that if we open one door others will follow.
Knowing about your past brings a pride and a hope for the future.

Knowing your heroes is a recognition that you are standing on their shoulders.

Knowing about yesterday’s fight for justice can give you the courage to keep on fighting for what is right.

Paul Kelly and Kev Carmody said it so powerfully in their song about Vincent Lingiarri and Wave Hill, “from little things, big things grow”.

Here’s my message for the kids here today.

If you teachers aren’t teaching you about Vincent Lingiarri and Hoppy Mick and Faith Bandler and Charles Perkins, you have every right to ask why not.
And for the parents, if your kids aren’t being taught about Aboriginal history and culture by Aboriginal people, go down to your school, show them the State Strategic Plan and ask them why they’re not following it.

Thank you.

